To the Citizens of Stoughton, 
Two weeks ago, Stoughton Firefighters Local 1512, along with the Professional Firefighters of Massachusetts, brought into question the patriotism of the town of Stoughton.  Three months ago, Fire Captain Doug Campbell, a member of the Massachusetts Air National Guard, was activated and sent to Baghdad, Iraq.  Prior to his deployment, Stoughton Firefighters Local 1512 approached the Stoughton Board of Selectmen numerous times in attempts not only to secure his health insurance for the duration of his deployment, but also to have the Town make up the difference between his base military pay and base fire department pay, as was done previously for town employees called up to active duty. Discussions between the Firefighters and the Board of Selectmen resulted in an impasse, culminating with the press conference on February 29th.
This event sparked outrage among the Citizens of Stoughton and resulted in the opening of town wide dialogue on the matter. It by no means was meant to be disrespectful to the residents of the town what we did find out was most encouraging... that the patriotism of the Citizens of Stoughton is second to none.  Stoughton Firefighters Local 1512 and the Stoughton Board of Selectmen have been meeting and are nearing an resolution regarding Captain Campbell's deployment.   As the Global War on Terrorism enters its 7th year, it is encouraging to find that the Citizens of Stoughton’ support for our troops has not diminished. You have always been there for us and we will certainly always be there for you.
sincerely, 
Peter Denneno
President
Stoughton Firefighters Local 1512
