5 December 2007

Memo to:
Board of Selectmen Chairman, Dick Levine



Board of Health Chairman, Shawn Croke

Through:
James Miller, Town Engineer

Subject:
Honoring Edward W. Sheehan, Dedicated Public Servant


This is to Honor Mr. Sheehan for his service to the Town of Stoughton for over 23 years serving on the Board of Health.  Mr. Sheehan also served many years on the Cedar Hill Golf Course Committee, and was a Town Meeting Representative of District 8.

Ed was a wonderful colleague over the 20 years I have known him. His service to the town was well beyond the call of duty. In my observation, he has served on more committees than any volunteer in this community of which I am aware.

When I served as Town Sanitarian for the Board of Health, Ed was no stranger to our office, which left a positive impression on me. He took the time to come to the office to interact with myself or other members of the Engineering office as necessary. Ed would learn about the issues prior to his consideration in decision- making, which affected the Town he was proud to serve. It was always good to see Ed.

Some highlights during the terms on which Ed Sheehan served on the Board of Health are as follows:

1979- Appointed to the Board of Health.

1980- Pond Studies by IEP on Development potential of 4 Ponds for recreational use.

1981- Board functions as Enforcing Agent of State Sanitary Code and Local Health regulations.

1982- Board of Health Smoking Regulation passed, first of its kind in the State of Massachusetts.

1985- 
Publication of “Well Informed” local informative brochure on private drinking wells.

1986- 
Fluoridation issue referendum placed on the Ballot.

1987- 
Voted Chairman.

1989- 
Jet line Site Assignment Hearings continue. 
 

1990-  
Clean Fill regulations passed.

1991-  
Site Assignment Issued to Jet Line Services, the first of its kind issued in the Town.

1994- 
stepped down as Chairman.

1992-  
Rabies Education Program implemented in the Schools.

1995- Town Meeting Authorization of Septic Management Program petition by Board of Health.

1997- 
Food Manger Certification Program Instituted.

1998- 
Re-elected as Chairman:

1. Rolling Paper Ban instituted,

2. Floor Drain Prohibition Regulation to protect Groundwater resources.

3. Substantial Private Well Regulation amendments.

 1999- 
Implementation of Septic Management Loan Program: Ed Sheehan, Municipal Coordinator; 



Tobacco Youth Access Regulations passed.

2001- 
Regulations for Body Art passed 

Hazardous Materials By-law passed.

2002- 
Ed’s last year served on the Board of Health.

Mr. Sheehan served as Chairman for 11 years out of the 23 Years served on the Board of Health from 1979 – 2002. 

Mr. Sheehan served as Town meeting representative since 1987

Mr. Sheehan served on the Cedar Hill Golf Course Committee from 1977 –1995.




Regina McCarthy, The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Affairs of the State of Connecticut worked for the Town of Stoughton under Mr. Sheehan on the Board of Health from 1987 to 1991. She was the first Environmental Affairs officer of  Stoughton. Mrs. McCarthy was recently contacted in regard to her work with Mr. Sheehan.  She offers the following comments:

“Of all the BOH members I have worked for over the years, Ed Sheehan stands out for many reasons.  At time when I thought I knew everything but now know how little I actually knew, Ed was my beacon.  He guided me towards the right outcomes while steering me clear of the inevitable pitfalls and red flag issues that surround you when you work in the public sector - particularly at the local level.  

 

Ed, I will always be grateful for your guidance and the sure and steady leadership you brought to the BOH during the five years I worked in Stoughton.  You not only helped teach me how to do my job, you showed me what leadership on government is all about.  I cannot thank you enough for all you did for me and for your years of dedicated public service to the Town of Stoughton.  As I understand it, you are now Chair of the Chatham BOH.  All I can say is, I hope they know just how lucky they are to have you.  And by the way, if you ever want to relocate to Connecticut, give me a call.  We could have some real fun working together again!!! “
Mrs. McCarthy’s words ring true to all of us who are fortunate to truly know the essence of Ed Sheehan through their work with him in public service. Mr. Sheehan has always been an inspiration in his hard work and leadership. It is evident that Mr. Sheehan’s professional example was an important influence to towering professional achievement through hard work. It is imperative that we appreciate the dedicated public servants like Ed and those who come after him. Mr. Sheehan remains active in public service as the Chairman of the Chatham Board of Health.

 


 THANK YOU EDWARD W. SHEEHAN FOR ALL OF YOUR DEDICATION AND HARD WORK.

James B. Conlon

Environmental Affairs Officer 

of the Town of Stoughton

CC:
Board of Health


Cedar Hill Committee


Town Moderator

Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection of the State of Connecticut, Regina McCarthy
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