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The tradition of musical excellence at Stoughton High School adds another notch on the belt with this wonderful production of Disney’s “High School Musical.”  From the outset, producer/director Jeff Hosenfeld, musical director Dan Davey and choreographer Jillian Goldberg established the themes of the night---high energy, well-choreographed movement, excellent voices, and clever staging—with the opening “Wild Cat Cheer.”  After this opener, which featured the large cast, a few individual performers broke out, and the parameters of a successful musical were established. Stoughton High junior Bobby Amaral, an AAU national champion in Level 10 gymnastics, hit the high beam as Troy Bolton, the basketball point guard for the East High Wildcats, longing to break out into song. This was a star-making performance. As the science and math geek who longed to join him on stage, senior Megan Porter showed off the strong voice, and outstanding stage presence that have garnered her attention as part of the Jazz Band. Together, Amaral and Porter had a nice chemistry on stage and vocally. Becca Griffing played the part of a spoiled, scheming, annoying Diva to the hilt, while showing off a powerful voice. The huge cast had a number of breakout performances, including Jazz Band members Jeff Numero and David Morris, who both were in fine voice, and also showed good acting chops. In addition, Morris did a fantastic sax solo.  Bobby Brown, Alex Baglole, Bryan Carter, Terrell Hensley, and Alec Kosta rounded out the “Jocks.”
The Thespians, led by Griffing, also featured a hilarious performance from Damani Barboza, who showed fine dancing, singing, and acting talent, as well as comic timing. Harry Morfiris made his lines work, and Monique Hawkins also showed a lot of talent in her role. The other Thespians were also strong, including Lillian Donnelly, Joe Smith, Olga Novitsky, Shannon Chisholm, Jenna Baez, Ashley Bernard, and Krista Hojlo. Performance Art Students Jamesha Clark, Phernegize Manigat, and Carissa Woolf performed well.
The Brainiacs featured Porter, Whitney Simon (who has a powerful and soulful voice—one of the best of the night), Julia Steinberg (another Jazz Band performer), and Victoria Araica. The Brainiacs chorus featured effective vocalizing from Ashley Bernard, Krista Hojlo, Sarah Nitenson, Olga Novitsky, Matt Schwartz, and Tim Thai.
The two Nerds were outstanding. Jeff Cramer did a nice job as the announcer. Ariana Gonzalez did a great job playing a meek character. She’s an excellent actress. Even in this understated role, she stood out. “The Skater Dudes” Alex Baglole, Kaitlyn Courtne, and Lindsey Gallagher all did a nice job. The Cheerleaders, in addition to being beautiful and energetic, did a nice job dancing and performing. They made the most of the choreography afforded them. The Cheerleaders featured Keri Blea, Dana Bornstein, Jessica Herron, Amanda Ledin, Kristen Morris, Sarah Nitenson, and Charlene Williams. 
The “adults” in the cast had two out-of-this-world performances, with Bianca Sellitto playing an over-the-top drama teacher to the hilt; and Robert Blea as Troy’s dad the basketball coach, using an excellent authoritative style and delivering his lines with flawless timing. Sarah Nitenson and Amy Siegel also had effective performances as adults, as well (and doubled as assistant choreographer and assistant director, respectively.)

Dozens of people had behind the scene roles, but mention must be made of the “Pit Band”, that delivered a superb performance of the many wonderful tunes featured in this play, including the catchy “We’re All In This Together,” which I found myself singing on the way home. The Pit Band featured Conductor Dan Davey on piano, Phil Connors on keyboard, Drew Davey on percussion, Nick Estrellas and Tom Norton on guitar, and John Kearns on bass.

High School Musical is a must see!  Saturday night and Sunday afternoon is your chance to see and hear why Stoughton High School is among the most prominent musical schools in New England. Don’t miss it! Director/Producer Hosenfeld, who is assistant principal at Stoughton High, got a great performance from his cast and crew. It should be a light detention week. 
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